THE DAGHISTAN CAMPAIGN	an
1155 (loth February, 1743), he set out on his southward march,1 He left
the Abdali chief 'Abdu'l-Ghani in command of the Darband garrison,*
The brave mountaineers of Daghistan, aided by their forests and
mountain ranges, had proved more than a match for the conqueror and
his veterans. All that he had been able to do was to subdue the lowlands
of Daghistan and capture a few isolated fortresses such as Quraish. The
cost to Nadir in terms of man-power, as well as in material resources,
was tremendous, and his prestige naturally suffered greatly from his failure
to achieve any real success.
In blizzards and extreme cold, the Persian host dragged its way south-
wards towards the Mughan steppes. The troops suffered terribly from
hunger as well as from cold, and were even reduced to the extremity of
eating pies made of human flesh. So many men and animals died on
the road from the Samur to Shabaran that it was strewn with bodies and
carcasses.8 The difficulties encountered and the hardships suffered on
this terrible march are evidenced by the fact that it took no less than forty
days for the army to go from Darband to the Kura.*
Meanwhile, serious trouble had occurred in Khwarizm, where a certain
Nur 'Ali Khan, having quarrelled with Tahir Beg, had sought refuge with
the Aral Turkomans and had induced them to attack his enemy. Assisted
by these Turkomans and by his partisans in Khwarizm, Nur 'Ali, after
capturing Yengi (New) Urgench and the city of Khiva, besieged
Tahir Beg in the citadel of the latter place. Tahir Beg sent urgent appeals
for help to Nasrullah at Mashhad, but the prince was unable to come to his
assistance. After a siege of several weeks, Tahir Beg was forced to sur-
render, and was then put to death by Nur 'AH in revenge for Ilbars's
execution. Nur *Ali Beg thereupon mounted the throne of Khwarizm.5
Thus it was that in both the extreme north-west and extreme north-east
of his empire Nadir had suffered a reverse, but his lack of success was
more conspicuous in Daghistan and his far heavier losses there were much
more damaging to his reputation than were the defeat and death of Tahir
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1 K.N., pp. 625-628. Owing to a severe famine which broke out six months later, Nur 'Ali
was deserted by his Turkoman allies and was then expelled from Khiva by the loyalist
section of the community. Nasrullah, who had in the meantime proceeded to Merv, marched
from there to Khiva and, acting on Nadir's orders, placed Ilbars's son Aba'l-Gtazi, then,
a youth of fourteen, on the throne, and made an inaq named Irtaq Inaq his chief minister.

